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his suppliant messages, was seeking an absolutely secure refuge. Re-
ceived with devotion by Bonifece of Montferrat, he gained over the
commune of Asti and Amadeus IV, Count of Savoy. He crossed the
Alps through Savoyard territory, and established his court at Lyons
(2 December), where he was still nominally in the Empire yet under
the protection of the King of France. There he summoned a General
Council for 24 June 1245; he ordered the publication of the ban on
Frederick throughout France, and on Holy Thursday (13 April) 1245
renewed it solemnly, including in it Enzo and Manfred Lancia. On
18 April he cited the Emperor before the Council.

Frederick's counter-moves were partly military. To cut off Italian aid
from the Pope, he ordered the Alpine passes to be closed. Marching once
more from Sicily, he devastated the countryside of Viterbo, and sent a
force against Piacenza. But modern as his spirit was, the medieval atmos-
phere in which he moved strongly influenced him, and he sent to Lyons
the Patriarch of Antioch only to find the Pope firm on his original terms.
The Emperor made Taddeo da Sessa his proctor at the Council; but
fearing the result under Innocenfs influence, and, as if the papal enmity
were due to personal causes, hoping that with another Pope he might
achieve his dreams, he announced to the cardinals that he would appeal
from Innocent to God, to the future supreme Pontiff, to a universal
council, to the princes of the Empire, and the riders of the world. Taddeo
reported that the prelates of bhe Council were all hostile to him, yet he
despatched a more solemn embassy consisting of the Grand Master of the
Teutonic Order, the Bishop of Freising, and Peter della Vigna. They
came too late. Already the Pope had ordered a crusade to be preached
in Germany against the sometime (olim) Emperor, and on 17 July 1245
the Council had declared Frederick of Swabia deposed as a relapsed
violator of the peace with the Church, as guilty of sacrilege and suspected
of heresy.

At the Pope's command some German princes elected Henry, Landgrave
of Thuringia, as King of the Romans, and in April 1246 Philip, Arch-
bishop-elect of Ferrara, was sent to Germany as legate for the rebellious
crusade. Meanwhile Innocent treated Sicily is a vacant fief, annulling all
the acts of the deposed sovereign and summoning his subjects to "liberty.""
Two cardinals, furnished with plentiful funds collected in all quarters by
every means, were charged to rouse to rebellion the population of central
Italy and Sicily. As subordinate agents fanatical friars, who with some
openness wandered through Italy exciting hatred against the Emperor and
his officials, also, disguised as pilgrims or traders, worked secretly in Sicily
against the despot who despoiled the nobility and oppressed the popula-
tion. The remaining Muslims of the island also made common cause
with the Pope and rose in revolt.

Frederick again attempted to justify his cause to princes and peoples.
In circulars he shewed that the Council^ sentence was inequitable and
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